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Atlantis takes first step toward  
launch with rollover to VAB 

Three-man crew on ISS  
keeps busy, preps for spacewalk  
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� Shuttle Update:  Atlantis 
rolled over to the Vehicle Assembly 
Building Monday in anticipation of 
its launch, scheduled for late August.  
In the VAB, the orbiter will be lifted 
into high bay 3 for mating to the 
external fuel tank and solid rocket 
boosters.  Atlantis' launch window 
begins Aug. 28. During its 11-day 
mission to the International Space 
Station, the STS-115 crew of six 
astronauts will install the Port 3/4 
truss segment with its two large solar 
arrays.  

� ISS Update:  For the first time 
since early 2003, the International 
Space Station is home to three crew 
members. European Space Agency 
astronaut Thomas Reiter joined 
Expedition 13 following Space 
Shuttle Discovery's mission earlier 
this month. Discovery left behind 
about three tons of supplies, hardware 
and experiments, as well as 175 
gallons (660 liters) of water and 74 
pounds (33 kilograms) of nitrogen, 
leaving the station in excellent 
condition to support the crew. 

Last week, Reiter, who serves as 

the expedition flight engineer, joined 
Commander Pavel Vinogradov and 
Flight Engineer Jeff Williams in tasks  
that included activating a new high-
tech freezer, installing additional 
sound suppression devices, per-
forming a functional check of a new 
oxygen generation system that will 
become active next year, and 
preparing for the next spacewalk, set 
just before 10 a.m. EDT on Aug. 3. 

One of the most anticipated 
experiment racks, the Minus Eighty 
Laboratory Freezer for the ISS was 
activated. The freezer will allow 
biological and human research 
experiment samples to be stored until 
they are returned to Earth for 
evaluation. 
 The spacewalk by Williams and 
Reiter will be covered live on NASA 
TV beginning at 9 a.m.  Williams and 
Reiter are scheduled to begin the six-
hour spacewalk at 9:55 a.m. Wearing 
U.S. spacesuits, the astronauts will 
deploy external experiments and 
prepare station truss components for 
future assembly work. Additional 
solar panels and electrical equipment 
will be delivered by the next two 
space shuttle missions, scheduled for 
late August and December. 
Spacewalk preparations included 
flushing cooling loops in the Quest 
airlock and the spacesuits and 
configuring airlock systems and tools. 
The astronauts also reviewed station 
robotic arm procedures. 

 

� NASA News — NASA will host 
a media teleconference at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday to discuss a hurricane 
research field mission in Africa, the 
NASA African Monsoon Multidisci-
plinary Activities 2006 that will run 
from August through September. 
Participants will include NASA, 
NOAA, and various research 
institutions and universities. 

Researchers will investigate 
tropical storms and hurricanes in the 
eastern Atlantic Ocean and West 
Africa, including Senegal and the 
Cape Verde Islands. They will use 
airborne sensors, numerical models 
and satellite data.  

� New Shuttle Crew Named — 
NASA has assigned the crew to the 
space shuttle mission that will deliver 
the European Space Agency's 
Columbus Laboratory to the ISS.  
 Veteran space flier Stephen N. 
Frick will command the STS-122 
shuttle mission to deliver the lab to 
the station. Alan G. Poindexter will 
serve as pilot. Mission specialists 
include Rex J. Walheim, Stanley G. 
Love, Leland D. Melvin and 
European Space Agency astronaut 
Hans Schlegel.  Poindexter, Love and 
Melvin will be making their first 
space flight. 

� Did You Know?  Less than 100 
years ago, on this date in 1909, French engi-
neer Louis Blériot flew across the English 
Channel in a monoplane that he designed and 
built. 

http://www.nasa.gov/
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