AN\

July 6, 2006

Successful launch of Discovery
leads to next one in August

€ One Down, One To Go: The
first shuttle ever launched on the
Fourth of July, Space Shuttle
Discovery rocketed into the clear blue
sky Tuesday, trailing a tail of fire.

In addition to preparing for
Discovery’s linkup with the space
station, the STS-121 crew members
used the orbiter's robotic arm to
inspect the heat shield. Other
activities before docking with the
station today included configuring
spacesuits for the mission’s
spacewalks. Engineers continue to
review launch imagery and radar and
sensor data. The data collected on
launch day and by the crew in orbit
will be used to determine if re-entry
into Earth’s atmosphere will be safe
for Discovery.

Discovery's landing is targeted for
July 17 at KSC's Shuttle Landing
Facility.

The next shuttle launch is Aug. 28
with Atlantis on mission STS-115,
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delivering a truss and other key
components to the space station.
Atlantis is currently scheduled to roll
over to the VAB on July 25.

€ ISS Update: On Wednesday,
the space station crew, Commander
Pavel Vinogradov and NASA Science
Officer Jeff Williams, continued to
prepare the orbiting laboratory for
Discovery's arrival. They made ready
the digital cameras with 400 mm and
800 mm lenses they will use during
Discovery’s approach to take high-
resolution photos of the shuttle's heat
shield. They also pressurized the
Pressurized Mating Adapter 2 at the
end of the U.S. laboratory Destiny,
where Discovery is scheduled to dock
at 9:52 a.m. today.

B Earn a Master of Science
Degree in Computer Science from
Webster University — Classes will
be offered in the KSC area. Appli-
cations for the fall are being accepted
for this program. Classes meet one
night a week in a format designed for
working professionals. No GRE or
GMAT is required. Call 321-449-
4506 or e-mail
spacecoast@webster.edu today for
more information about this and other
graduate programs avail-able at
Webster University. For further
information about Webster
University, visit the Web site at
http://www.webster.edu/spacecoast.
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ISS crew ready to photograph
Discovery during approach

B July Health Education
Information Table — The July 2006
health packet addresses common
types of arthritis and prevention. The
monthly health education table will
be set up from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday in the KSC HQ cafeteria. The
staff will distribute the monthly
packet and related information. Hard
copies of the packet are available at
all medical and fitness facilities. If
you or your department/organization
would like to be added to the monthly
packet hard copy distribution list,
please call Kris Calderon at 867-3414
or e-mail

Kristine. Calderon@jbosc.ksc.nasa
.ZOV.

B KSC Honor Awards Ceremony
Date Change — The annual awards
ceremony has been changed from
July 11 to 8:30 a.m. July 25 in the
IMAX Theater at the Visitor
Complex.

B Did You Know? Through Sept.
4, all KSC and CCAFS badged
employees will receive one compli-
mentary maximum-access admission
to the KSC Visitor Complex.
Employees may also purchase up to
six additional maximum-access
admissions at 50 percent off. (This
offer is not valid on space shuttle
launch days.) Present your badge
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. at ticket
windows 1-4 at the Visitor Complex
to receive complimentary admission.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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