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Discovery nears readiness  
for Saturday launch 

STEREO spacecraft 
get solar panels 

 

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.  
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

    Mission 
Update:  Aft 
closeouts of 
Discovery are 
complete. The 
engine compart-
ment access doors 
were installed. Aft 

confidence testing took place Friday. 
This involves power up and testing of 
all aft systems, such as the main 
propulsion system circuits. Over the 
weekend, pressurization of the orbital 
maneuvering system and main pro-
pulsion system was completed, as 
well as micro inspections of the 
orbiter windows. All checkouts of the 
external tank and solid rocket 
boosters are complete and those 
components are closed for flight. 
Launch is scheduled for 3:49 p.m. on 
Saturday. 

   ELV Update:  On Monday, the 
solar panel was deployed (above) and 
tested on STEREO's observatory A.  

Liftoff aboard a Delta rocket is 
scheduled for no earlier than July 30. 

    Operation 
Clean Sweep To 
Aid Launch — 
With four days 
until launch of 

STS-121, shuttle safety is everyone's 
responsibility. We must continue the 
successful program to keep the streets 
clean of roadkill and reduce the 
number of vultures that could impact 
the shuttle during liftoff.  Please call 
sightings of road kill to the Duty 
Office at 853-5211 and describe the 
location as precisely as possible.   

    Education Opportunity — 
Webster University’s Merritt Island 
campus is now offering a new Master 
of Arts degree in information tech-
nology management. The program 
curriculum provides students with the 
technical and management 
knowledge and skills needed to 
effectively integrate people, 
information and communication 
technologies, and business processes 
in support of organizational strategic 
goals. Classes meet one night a week 
in a format designed for working 
professionals. No GRE or GMAT is 
required. Registration is now 
available for the fall term beginning 
Aug. 12. Call or e-mail today for 
more information about this and other 
graduate programs available at 
Webster University: 321-449-4506 or 

spacecoast@webster.edu. For 
further information about Webster 
University, visit the Web site at 
http://www.webster.edu/spacecoast. 

    If You Bag It, Then Tag It!  — 
Unidentified briefcases, gym bags, 
equipment bags, backpacks or similar 
items arouse concerns for explosive 
devices. To alleviate these concerns, 
all such items should have an identi-
fication tag. Free tags may be 
obtained at the following locations: 

* KSC Headquarters Building, 
VRC Badging Office, Room 1470  
* VAB F Gate Badging Station  
* PIDS 1 on Phillips Parkway 
near the CCAFS South Gate  
* PIDS 3 on NASA Causeway 
near the U.S. 1 entrance  
* SSPF, Room 1473  
* USA Security Office at the 
PCC  

Failure to tag your property may 
result in its confiscation or destruct-
tion, as well as causing unnecessary 
evacuations. Unidentified boxes or 
containers also arouse concerns. 
Please dispose of unneeded boxes or 
containers in authorized waste 
receptacles, and leave the items open 
so that passersby can see they are 
harmless. 

    Did You Know?  On this date in 
1893, the New York stock market 
crashed, leading to financial panic and a 
four-year depression. 

http://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.webster.edu/spacecoast
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