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€ Shuttle Update: At Launch
Pad 39B, installation of ordnance in
the orbiter and in the solid rocket
boosters is complete. Mid-body
closeouts in the payload bay are also
complete. Closure of the payload bay
doors was delayed when a small
amount of water seeped through the
payload changeout room dock seals
during violent weekend thunder-
storms. Initial inspections revealed no
damage to the orbiter. The payload
bay doors were closed for flight after
completion of final inspections.
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€ ELV Update: At the
Astrotech Space Operations Facility,
testing and prelaunch processing of
STEREO continues. Communications

testing with the Deep Space Network
is ongoing. On observatory "A" on
Wednesday, the Heliospheric Imager
vertical instrument door was success-
fully deployed during testing. On
observatory "B," the scientific
instruments were aligned and tested.
Comprehensive performance testing
of both observatories continues to go
well.

B STS-121 Mission Briefing For
Employees — A briefing to all KSC
employees about the upcoming STS-
121 mission takes place in the KSC
Training Auditorium from 3 to 4
p.m. today. Come learn what STS-
121 is all about. The program will
give an overview of the mission,
including details on the crew and the
mission objectives. For more
information, please contact Kandy
Warren at 867-7711.

B Reminder — Mike Mullane will
be at KSC to sign his book Riding
Rockets on June 30. He will be in the
HQ Lobby from 9 to 10 a.m. and at
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under way

the OSB Lobby from 11 a.m. to

1 p.m. The book will be available for
purchase tax free at any exchange
retail location. Mullane flew on three
shuttle flights: Discovery on STS-
41D and Atlantis on STS-27 and
STS-36. You can read more about
Mullane at his Web site
http://www.mikemullane.com.

B NASA Sends Explorer Schools
Teachers Spaceward Bound — On
June 19, seven NASA Explorer
Schools teachers joined a team of
scientists in Chile's Atacama Desert.
The teachers, along with planetary
experts and technologists demon-
strating communications and robot
rover technology, will study the
border between life and sterility in the
arid region, known for similarities to
the moon and Mars.

The expedition is part of the
Spaceward Bound pilot program,
which challenges teachers to design
and implement real field research.

To read more about this venture, go
to:
http://www.nasa.gov/home/hqnews/
2006/jun/HQ_06243 spaceward_bo
und.html.

B Did You Know? You can go to the
Web site http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/ for
information on the ISS crew's activities aboard
the space station, future launch dates, as well
as station sighting opportunities from
anywhere on Earth.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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