June 20, 2006

Work on Discovery moves
toward July 1 launch date

€ Shuttle Update:
On Saturday, the man-
agement team officially
set 3:48 p.m. July 1 as
the launch time and date
for Space Shuttle Discovery on mis-
sion STS-121. To that end, aft close-
out work on Space Shuttle Discovery
continues, with technicians perform-
ing final cleaning, inspections and
installation of panels and thermal
blankets on the avionics bays. Last
week, mid-body closeouts in the
payload bay were completed and the
payload bay doors were closed for
flight. The space shuttle main engine
sensor checkouts were completed and
flight crew systems workers de-
stowed equipment from the crew
cabin following the Terminal Count-
down Demonstration Test. The extra-
vehicular maneuvering units (the
suits worn by shuttle crew members
for spacewalks) were installed on
Saturday.

€ 1SS Update: The International
Space Station crew last week pre-
pared for the departure of one and
arrival of another unpiloted Progress
cargo carrier, and for the STS-121
shuttle mission of Discovery that will
deliver an additional crew member.
On Wednesday, Commander Pavel
Vinogradov and Flight Engineer Jeff
Williams trained for a photo session
they'll make during Discovery's pre-
docking rendezvous pitch maneuver.

. IA

www.nasa.qov

The orbiter does a backflip near the
station to expose its belly to camera-
wielding station crew members. The
images are sent to Earth for careful
examination to check for any damage
to the thermal protection tiles.

Tuesday activities included
disassembly of the Binary Colloidal
Alloy Test experiment hardware,
replacement of an avionics inlet
fitting on the Crew Health Care
System rack in the Destiny laboratory
and work on noise reduction around
the Vozdukh carbon dioxide removal
system. Thursday work included a
recharge of the station's defibrillator,
while Friday involved work with the
microgravity science glovebox and
stowage of the Investigating the
Structure of Paramagnetic Aggregates
from Colloidal Emulsions experiment
(known as InSPACE).

H NASA To Announce Answer To
Black Hole Paradox — Astronomers
using NASA's Chandra X-ray
Observatory for research are hosting
a media teleconference at 1 p.m.
Wednesday to explain how black
holes light up the universe. A video
file about the discovery will air on
NASATYV. Briefing participants are
Jon Miller, assistant professor,
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor;
John Raymond, astrophysicist at the
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics in Cambridge, Mass.;
Meg Urry, professor at Yale
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Station crew prepares
for Discovery arrival

University in New Haven, Conn.

B Reminder — The
‘tij'fv. KSC Fitness Centers'

annual bench press/
@- pull-up competition

begins June 26 in the
0O&C and OSB locations. Men must
lift 100 percent of their body weight.
Women must lift 60 percent of their
body weight. If entering, you must
make an appointment with a staff
member who will monitor technique
and count reps. You can enter the
competition as many times as you
like, thus having the ability to
improve your scores. You can do
each portion of the contest
consecutively or on different days
and/or times. For more information,
contact Erik Johnson at 867-7829 or
erik.johnson-1@ ksc.nasa.gov .

B NASA Science — Earth has a
"second moon." A tiny asteroid has
been corkscrewing around Earth for
the past seven years. Asteroid 2003
YN107 is looping around our planet
once a year. Measuring only 20
meters across, the asteroid is too
small to see with the unaided eye —
but it is there. Read the full story at
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/09jun_moonlets.htm?1ist2987S5.

B Did You Know? Wednesday is the
anniversary of the date in 2004 that a pri-
vately owned craft carried a human into
space.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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