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SRB buildup under way  
for STEREO launch 

Atlantis gets new window, 
Endeavour new drag chute 

 
� ELV Update:  Deep Space 
Network compatibility testing is 
being done on the STEREO space-
craft.  Testing of individual systems 
on both spacecraft is under way.  The 
nine solid rocket boosters are being 
installed (see photo below) on the 
Delta II rocket at Launch Pad 17-B 
on Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.  
The second stage is scheduled to be 
hoisted into position and mated to the 
first stage on June 20.  Launch is  
July 22.   

STEREO consists of two space-
craft that will be the first to take 
measurements of the sun and solar 
wind in 3-D. This new view will 
improve our understanding of space 
weather and its impact on the Earth. 

� Shuttle Update:  Stacking of 
the solid rocket boosters for Atlantis 
and mission STS-115 began last week 
in the VAB.  On Tuesday,  a window 
was replaced on the orbiter.  All three 
main engines have been installed. 
Mission STS-115 is currently 
scheduled for late August. 

On Endeavour, powered-up 
system testing continues.  The 
manipulator positioning mechanisms 
were tested prior to installation of the 
orbiter boom sensor system.  The 
drag chute has been installed and drag 
chute doors were installed last week. 

� NASA Science — The two 
biggest storms in the solar system (on 
Jupiter) are about to go bump in the 
night, in plain view of backyard 
telescopes. Storm No. 1 is the Great 
Red Spot, twice as wide as Earth 
itself, with winds blowing 350 mph. 
Storm #2 is Oval BA, also known as 
"Red Jr.," a youngster of a storm only 
six years old.  You can read more 
about it at 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/05jun_redperil.htm?list29875. 

� Be Alert For 
Unsafe Conditions At 
Work —  Paying 
attention to your work 
area can help you spot 
potentially hazardous conditions if 
they exist.  Is there ripped or frayed 
carpet?  Is a cover plate missing from 
a light switch?  Has the paint faded 
on a crosswalk?  If you see any of 
these or other hazards, report them to 
your supervisor and, if necessary, to 
the SGS Duty Office (853-3231) or 
USA Trouble Call Desk (861-6342).  
For more information, contact Alan 
Zoellner at 867-7554. 

� June Health Education Table 
Presents Poisonous Bites, Stings 
And Plants —  Our working 
environment affords sights of many 
beautiful plants and animals.  Yet 
many can be harmful and sometimes 
fatal if not treated properly.   

The monthly health education 
table will be set up in the Cape Food 
Court from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. today 
and HEWP staff will distribute the 
monthly packet and related poison 
information.  The June 2006 packet is 
an update of the previous edition 
(9/2002) of poisonous bites, stings 
and plants. Hard copies of the packet 
are also available at all medical and 
fitness facilities.  

� Did You Know?  There are only 
23 days until launch of Space Shuttle 
Discovery on mission STS-121. 

http://www.nasa.gov/
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