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Atlantis' mission STS-115

€ Shuttle Update: In Orbiter
Processing Facility bay 1, technicians
are carrying out powered-up system
testing on Atlantis for its mission to
the International Space Station.
Gaseous nitrogen leak checks are
finished in the orbiter's mid-body.

The remote manipulator system,
or "shuttle arm," was installed and
functional testing has been com-
pleted. Workers also finished testing
the manipulator positioning
mechanisms, which are the pedestals
that hold the arm in place in the
payload bay during launch and
landing.

Last week, the crawler transporter
moved mobile launcher platform No.
2 into high bay 3 of the VAB in
preparation for stacking operations to
begin for the STS-115 mission. The
first solid rocket booster segment was
scheduled to be lifted into the high
bay today.

€ ISS Update: On Tuesday, a
Beluga aircraft delivered the
European Space Agency's research
laboratory, designated Columbus, to
KSC. The module was offloaded

(photo below) and transferred to the
SSPF, where it will be prepared for
delivery to the International Space
Station on a future space shuttle
mission. Columbus will expand the
research facilities of the station and
provide researchers with the ability to
conduct numerous experiments in the
area of life, physical and materials
sciences.

B Education Opportunity — The
University of Miami is accepting
applications for the Master of Science
in Industrial Engineering degree
starting in July and the Master of
Science in Management of Tech-
nology degree starting in September.
Both programs will be taught in Cape
Canaveral. Courses are held Friday
evenings and Saturdays to accom-
modate working professionals. For
more information and to receive an
application/brochure, please call
Augusto Roca, program admini-
strator, at 305-284-4100 or send e-
mail to augusto@miami.edu..

B Veterans Affairs Data Theft —
The Department of Veterans Affairs is
asking all veterans to monitor their
financial transactions for signs of
suspicious activity. As many as 26.5
million veterans were placed at risk
of identity theft after a burglar stole
electronic data containing their
names, birth dates and Social
Security numbers from the home of a
Department of Veterans Affairs
employee. Authorities believe this
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was a random burglary and there is
no evidence that any missing data has
been used illegally. The VA has set up
a call center through which veterans
may get information and learn more
about consumer identity protections.
The toll-free number is 1-800-FED
INFO (333-4636). The call center
will operate from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
EDT, Monday through Saturday, as
long as it is needed. Additional
information may also be found at
http://www.firstgov.gov/veteransinf

o.shtml#FAQs.

B NASA Science — Three planets
and a star cluster are converging for a
close encounter you won't want to
miss. Read about it at
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/30may_starsandplanets.htm?lis
t29875.

Did You Know? Through Sept. 4, all
Kennedy Space Center and Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station badged
employees may receive one compli-
mentary maximum-access admission to
the KSC Visitor Complex. Employees
may also purchase up to six additional
maximum-access admissions at 50-
percent off. (This offer is not valid on
space shuttle launch days.)

Present your badge between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. at ticket windows 1-4 at the
Visitor Complex to receive complimentary
admission. This offer is not transferable
and cannot be combined with any other
discount.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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