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New GOES to aid  
weather forecasts 

Prelaunch testing 
under way on Discovery 

 
� GOES Launch Successful!  
The latest in a series of Geostationary 
Operational Environmental Satellites 
was launched on time at 6:11 p.m. 
Wednesday aboard a Boeing Delta IV 
rocket from Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station.  In a stationary orbit, 
GOES-13 (its new designation) will 
hover over Earth and watch for 
conditions that can trigger tornadoes, 
flash floods, hail storms and 
hurricanes. 

 
� Shuttle Update:  Space 
Shuttle Discovery remains at Launch 
Pad 39B, and technicians continue 
performing system testing while the 
vehicle is powered. The external tank 
camera test was successfully 
completed and the lens cap has been 
reinstalled until launch. Technicians 
also are preparing for the gaseous and 

liquid hydrogen and oxygen leak 
checks of the power reactant storage 
distribution system, which will be 
loaded with hydrogen and oxygen 
next week. The orbiter payload bay 
doors were opened Tuesday in 
preparation for the payloads to be 
installed Wednesday. The team 
continues with other activities, 
including activating the orbiter 
weather protection system and 
completing validations of the sound 
suppression and Firex systems. 

� Camp Kennedy Space Center 
Summer Registration — Camp 
Kennedy Space Center offers children 
entering second through ninth grades 
an out-of-this-world experience to 
explore space this summer. Week- 
long camp sessions are available June 
5 through Aug. 11. 

Regular tuition is $280 per child 
per session. There is a 10-percent 
discount for badged employees and 
contractors of KSC, Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station, Patrick Air Force 
Base, and retired KSC personnel. 

Camp KSC is based at the U.S. 
Astronaut Hall of Fame.  Summer 
camp hours are from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. with extended early drop-off and 
late pick-up hours available. If 
booked by Monday, early drop-off 
and late pick-up is free for badged 
employees. 

For more information and 
registration details, call 449-4444 or 
visit the Web site: 

www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. 
�  Robotic Camp Openings — 
Two vacancies are still available for 
girls going into the fifth through 
seventh grades at the SWE Robotics 
Camp for Girls at Cocoa Beach High 
School on July 3, and July 5-7. 
Detailed information is on the Web at 
www.swe-sc.org/RoboticsCamp or 
contact Susan Floyd at 861-9066. 

�  Help Replenish Blood Supply 
After Holiday Weekend — Where: 
NASA Headquarters.  When: May 31. 
Appointments scheduled between 8 
a.m. and 2 p.m.  All donors receive 
free blood pressure, iron and choles-
terol checks. Free membership to 
Club Red!  Florida’s Blood Centers 
are the sole provider of blood to ALL 
Brevard County hospitals.  Donors 
receive a $10 Publix gift card and a 
50-percent-off coupon to Medieval 
Times!  For an appointment, send an 
e-mail to 
rwilburn@floridasbloodcenters.org. 

� NASA Science —  A 22-year 
veteran of prospecting and mining on 
Earth has some no-nonsense advice 
for lunar explorers and mining.  Read 
what he has to say on the Web at: 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/22may_beaty.htm?list29875. 
� Did You Know?  Due to the 
Memorial Day holiday on Monday, there 
will be no issue of KSC Countdown on 
Tuesday.  
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