May 11, 2006

Discovery's rollover today
takes us closer to launch

4 Shuttle Update: As of press
time, Discovery was set to begin the
rollover to the VAB at 8 a.m. today.
Once in the VAB transfer aisle, a
crane will be attached and the orbiter
will be lifted into high bay 3 and
stacked with its redesigned external
tank and twin solid rocket boosters.

€ ISS Update: Completing their
first month in space, Expedition 13
Commander Pavel Vinogradov and
Flight Engineer Jeff Williams eased
into normal station activities last
week. Most of the week focused
around routine maintenance and
inspections. Williams completed
checks of the refrigerated centrifuge,
updated the inventory system and
took samples of potable water for
routine testing. He also changed the
cooling water used in the U.S.
spacesuits to ensure that the pumps
work and to prevent microbial growth
in the water tanks.

Vinogradov did similar jobs in the
station's Russian segment, completing
an inspection of the pressure hull in
the Zvezda living quarters,
performing maintenance of the
ventilation system in Zvezda and
testing emergency vacuum valves in
the Atmosphere Purification System.

Williams kicked off the first
Expedition 13 session of the Pore
Formation and Mobility Investigation
this week. The experiment is studying
bubbling that occurs in weightless-
ness as liquids cool and turn into
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solids. It provides insight into how
materials solidify in space and may
benefit similar processes used in
industry on Earth. The experiment is
performed in the Microgravity

Science Glovebox in the Destiny Lab.

B Engineers Sharing Knowledge
— Improving the way engineers
share knowledge, the new NASA
Engineering Network, or "NEN," is
an enhanced knowledge-management
system that provides capabilities to
search across distributed engineering
data sources, build technical com-
munities of practice, and create on-
line presence for agency engineers.
The network's centerpiece is the
"lessons learned" repository that
documents critical success factors for
flight projects. This repository
replaces the former Lesson Learned
Information System.

Sponsored by NASA Chief
Engineer Chris Scolese, the NEN is
managed by JPL's Knowledge
Management Technologies Program.
You can access the network at
http://nen.nasa.gov and read two
recent Federal Computer Week
articles highlighting the network:
"NASA creates knowledge net to
prevent repeating mistakes" and
"NASA's new mission: Manage
institutional knowledge."

B Road Kill Roundup — The
effort to reduce the vultures along
roadways by removing the carrion
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Housekeeping, experiment
fill crew's time on space station

has been highly successful; however,
as a result, the vultures have become
VERY hungry and are desperately
looking for food in other places. It
has been noted that the vultures are
pulling garbage out of open-lidded
dumpsters. Please make sure all
dumpster lids are closed. If you
have any questions, contact the
NASA Environmental Program
Branch at 867-8448.

B KSC Picnic Survey — The
KSC All American Picnic committee
asks that you take a few minutes and
complete the survey found at:
http://survey.ksc.nasa.gov/survey_1
.cfm?s=KSC_Picnic.

B Did You Know? May is designated
as the Asian American and Pacific Islander
(AAPI) Heritage Month and this year's theme
is "Celebrating Decades of Pride, Partner-
ships, and Progress." As a celebration of the
AAPI Heritage month, the USA Office of
Diversity and Compliance, the Solid Rocket
Booster Element, Boeing Asian American
Professional Association, JAXA and the KSC
AAPI Working Group have prepared a
program scheduled for noon on May 30 at the
KSC Training Auditorium. The guest speaker
is the Honorable Masakasu Toshikage, consul
general of Japan. This event includes cultural
performances, art displays, a fashion show
and light refreshments. Please join this
celebration of the contributions made by
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

If you have any questions, contact Diana
Navas at diana.s.navas@usa-spaceops.com
or Paula Nosca at paula.nosca-
lay@boeing.ksc.nasa.gov.

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday. Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.
E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815.
Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html
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