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MESSENGER processing in 
final stages  

ISS Crew prepares for 
spacewalk and Progress 

undocking
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  ELV Update:  The Mercury 
Surface, Space Environment, 
Geochemistry and Ranging 
(MESSENGER) spacecraft is 
uncovered and ready for 
encapsulation at Launch Complex 17-

B, Cape 
Canaveral Air 
Force Station.  
Visible in the 
photo is the 
sunshade that 
will protect 
the instru-
ments on 
board during 
exposure to 
the Sun.  
Scheduled to 

launch Aug. 2, MESSENGER will 
return to Earth for a gravity boost in 
July 2005, then fly past Venus twice, 
in October 2006 and June 2007. It is 
expected to enter Mercury orbit in 
March 2011.  MESSENGER was 
built for NASA by the Johns Hopkins 
University Applied Physics Labora-
tory in Laurel, Md.   

  ISS Update: The International 
Space Station's (ISS) Expedition 9 
crew members passed the halfway 
point of their six-month mission.  
Last week, they prepared for a 
spacewalk scheduled for Aug. 3. 
Investigations are still underway to 
determine why U.S. space suits are 
malfunctioning.  The crew continues 

working on experiments and 
payloads, and transferring unneeded 
items to the Progress vehicle, 
scheduled to undock July 30.      

 Enjoy Take Our Children to 
Work Day to the Fullest – Visit 
http://childrenatwork.ksc.nasa.gov  
for the latest on event exhibits, 
cafeteria specials and activities such 
as n 8 a.m. Exploration Station 
demonstration at the KSC Visitor 
Complex IMAX Theater.  For those 
planning to visit the ISS Center, 
parking is available at the east 
parking lot of the Space Station 
Processing Facility (M7-360).  For 
your safety and convenience, shuttle 
buses are available to take you to and 
from the facility. Bus boarding will 
be at the covered walkway located in 
the center of the SSPF east side 
parking lot (next to the motorcycle 
parking).    

 Sale at NASA Exchange Stores 
Plus Free Gift for Children – 
Mention this issue of Countdown to 
the store cashier and you’ll receive 20 
percent off any memorabilia 
purchases. Children visiting the 
Center can also stop in to get a free 
memento.  This special is only good 
for today, so don’t miss out.      

 Apollo 11 Legacy Lives On – 
When the Apollo 11 astronauts 
returned to Earth, they left more 
behind on the lunar surface than Neil 

Armstrong’s footprint. A lunar laser 
ranging retroreflector array is still 
functioning from the Moon. The 
experiment not only measures the 
distance between the Moon and 
Earth, but also examines many 
aspects of the Moon. The full story is 
available at: 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y20
04/21jul_llr.htm?list550276. 

NASA’s Apollo 11 mission 35th 
Anniversary Web site also offers 
endless information about the 
historical mission, and the vision for 
the Space Program’s future. The 
stories, photos, videos and more are 
available at: 
http://www.nasa.gov/vision/space/feat
ures/apollo11_35th.html.   

  “Changing Weighs” Nutrition 
Lecture Series — The KSC Fitness 
Centers present the final session in 
the series on Aug. 11.  The one-hour 
session begins at 11 a.m. in the O&C 
Mission Briefing Room (MBR). The 
topic is “Setting Goals – An 
Inspirational Story.”  

 Did You Know? Saturn’s rings are 
living art, and images taken from the 
Cassini spacecraft prove it. Saturn is 
primarily made of white water ice, so 
rocks and carbon compounds are 
believed to cause some of these 
various colors.  To learn more about 
the mission and see these unique 
pictures, visit: www.nasa.gov/cassini. 

http://childrenatwork.ksc.nasa.gov/
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2004/21jul_llr.htm?list550276
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2004/21jul_llr.htm?list550276
http://www.nasa.gov/cassini

