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Processing on all three  
orbiters under way in OPF 

Atlas V being readied for  
New Horizons launch Jan. 17 
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  Shuttle Update: Last week, 
Discovery was powered up so 
technicians could open the payload 
bay doors and deploy the Ku-band 
antenna, putting the vehicle back into 
a processing configuration. Crew 
module leak checks were successfully 
performed.  Technicians continue to 
remove and replace gap fillers at a 
rate of about 100 per day. New 
installation procedures ensure the gap 
fillers stay in place and pose no 
hazard during re-entry to the 
atmosphere.  

Atlantis' payload bay doors were 
opened and the Ku-band antenna was 
deployed last week.  Also, the 
shipping lid for the remote manipu-
lator system was removed and 
preparations continue for installation.  

Technicians began processing 
Endeavour in Orbiter Processing 
Facility Bay 2. The vehicle was 
powered up Jan. 4 to support the 
opening of the payload bay doors. 
Body flap installation is complete. 
Work continues on the thermal 
protection system blanket for the 
reinforced carbon-carbon nose cap.   
Endeavour is in a scheduled two-
week, power-down period to make 
modifications on the "station to 
shuttle power transfer system." The 
new system will allow the vehicle to 
stay docked to the International Space 
Station longer than on previous 
missions.  

  ELV Update:  The borescope 

inspection of the Atlas V RP-1 
propellant tank was successfully 
completed last week and no defects 
were observed. The results of the 
inspection serve to increase con-
fidence in launch success, but further 
testing and modeling of the vehicle 
continues in order to provide con-
fidence in proceeding to launch. 

Launch vehicle ordnance installa-
tion was completed Jan. 6. Third 
stage closeouts were scheduled for 
Monday. The safe and arm devices 
will be installed on the solid rocket 
boosters today. 

New Horizons spacecraft close-
outs and final documentation are 
scheduled for Wednesday through 
Friday. The final power-on integrated 
test is set for Thursday. The fairing 
doors will be installed for flight 
Saturday. 

  2006 Education Programs 
Mentor/Colleague and Projects 
Solicitation — The Education 
Programs and University Research 
Division/XA-D of the External 
Relations Directorate/XA are now 
soliciting mentors/colleagues and 
projects for 2006 summer 
students/faculty.  The opportunity to 
mentor is open to all KSC employees.  
To complete a Mentor/Colleague 
Solicitation Form visit: 
http://education.ksc.nasa.gov/mentors
olicitation/06MentorSolicitationForm
.xls. 

All completed forms are due to 

the Education Office by Jan. 20. 

 January 2006 Health 
Education Information Table —  
We all know we need to exercise 
more; however, joining a gym or 
engaging in a rigorous exercise 
routine isn’t required to receive major 
health benefits from physical activity. 
Just engaging in such activities as 
walking, biking, swimming and 
dancing, for at least 30 minutes on 
most days of the week can provide 
optimal health benefits.  This month’s 
packet on physical activity promotion 
tells how you can incorporate 
physical activity into your day.  The 
monthly health education table will 
be set up in the Headquarters Café-
teria from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Jan. 12 
and health education staff will 
distribute information on physical 
activity and also women’s body 
image.  Hardcopies of the packets are 
available at all medical and fitness 
facilities. 

  Did You Know?  January 2006 
cardiovascular disease screening is 
being held 7 to 9 a.m. Wednesday at 
the KSC Occupational Health Facil-
ity.  No appointment is necessary.  
You must fast for 12 hours prior to 
screening (water only).  If you take 
prescription medications, ask your 
doctor how to manage them during 
your fasting.  The two-page screening 
questionnaire can be picked up at any 
medical facility or online from the 
SGS home page/forms.   
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