SECTION J, ATTACHMENT P

EXHIBIT P-4


Text from Correspondence No. NA3-95-084, dated 06/23/95

Subject:  Memorandum of Understanding Concerning the Cleanup of Potentially Infectious Material Spilled During Accidents or Emergencies at JSC.

Recently, a Safety Hotline was distributed entitled “Blood and Emergencies in the Workplace”.  In this document it was stated that clean up of blood and other potentially infectious materials will be conducted by the emergency response personnel.  At the time the Safety Alert was written, the organization which would be responsible for this cleanup had not been determined, hence the vagueness of this statement.

Four blood spillage scenarios have been anticipated, and the procedures for clean up of these incidents are as follows:

1. During the first Shift of weekday operations at JSC, for accidents involving NASA or contractor personnel, a specially trained crew made up of custodial personnel will be responsible for responding to scenes to clean the spillage of blood or potentially infectious materials.  The first responsibility at the accident or emergency scene where blood is spilled is to attend to the needs of the victim.  Once this has been accomplished, security or any other responder can provide site control until the cleanup crew can be mobilized to complete the response.

2. During second and third shift weekday and during all weekend operations, for accidents or emergencies involving NASA or contractor personnel, the area where the blood has been spilled will be secured by JSC Fire Protection Specialist (FPS) using cones and biohazard tape.  Cleanup of the blood material will be conducted on the following, first weekday shift, by the JSC custodial contractor infectious material cleanup crew.  Notification of the cleanup team will be the responsibility of fire protection.  The custodial contractor employees begin their shift at 6 a.m., and the clean up could be completed before the employees who work in the area arrive for the day.  If the area where the accident occurs must be reoccupied immediately, then the custodial contractor will be called in for cleanup.  This option should be exercised only when absolutely necessary to continue mission critical or shutdown type of operations.

3. Accidents where blood is spilled outside of a building in parking lots, roads, walkways, etc., JSC FPS will spray the blood with a 50 to 1 solution of water and bleach.  This will destroy any viable pathogens in the blood.  No other response is necessary.  However, if the spill occurs on a weekday during working hours, the custodial response team may be called out to wipe up the sprayed material.  Discussion with OSHA indicated that this activity by the FPS does not incur any exposure potential in regard to the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogen Program.

4. For any emergency or accident of Space Center Houston personnel or its visitors involving blood, the Space Center Houston nurse and staff will be responsible for the cleanup.  JSC FPS responds to all emergency calls and if a blood cleanup is needed, the FPS can notify the Space Center Houston nurse.  

Several points for these proposals must be made.

1. The custodial contractor will have to modify their current Blood Borne Pathogen Program to incorporate the emergency cleanup function.

2. The custodial contractor will have to establish a response team for the rare case where they will have to be called into clean up an area that must be reoccupied immediately.

3. The response for cleanup will not be immediate.  Security of the scene will be necessary until the response team arrives in any case.

4. Any waste from the cleanup would be brought to the JSC clinic for disposal under its Biological Waste Disposal System.

5. The FPS responds to all emergency scenes at JSC, so the changes in their procedures are minimal.

In addition, it must be also be noted that there are several buildings at JSC which normally conduct medical operations in which blood or body fluids may be spilled during a procedures.  In these cases, the personnel operating the facility and conduction the procedure are qualified to conduct the cleanup of these materials and should do as soon as they occur.  The Safety Alert was intended to address the loss of blood or body fluids in areas outside of JSC medical operations and usually in accidents or emergencies. 

The Emergency Operations Center or members of the emergency preparedness organizations at JSC are the only groups who are authorized to call for a blood or potentially infectious materials cleanup.

This type of incident occurs infrequently at JSC, so the overall impact to the organizations should be minimal after the initial setup.

Original letter signed by Stacey T. Nakamura
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