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1.0 Overview

The OSMA SARP operates on an approximate annual cycle.  SARP management solicits proposals in February 2007 and makes selections in April 2007.  From May 2007 through September 2007 research management works with proposers to flesh out their proposals into detailed operational plans.  Selected proposals will begin work in January 2008.
1.1 Key dates

	Date
	Action

	20-February-2007
	Issue solicitation at http://www.ivv.nasa.gov/forresearchers/osmasarp/osmasarp.php

	15-March-2007
	Center Software Initiative Proposals (CSIPs) due

	22-March-2007
	Evaluators organized

	12-April-2007
	Evaluations complete

	20-April-2007
	Source Evaluation Board recommends new initiatives for award

	7-May-2007
	SARP management announces selection results to all proposers

	1-January-2008
	Start all selected initiatives.  


1.2 Who needs to propose

Only proposers of new research initiatives need to submit a proposal.  However, proposers must already have in place a contract vehicle that can support the proposed work.  This is not an open solicitation so no new contract vehicles will be put in place.  Program participants that have an existing OSMA SARP funded research initiative whose selected period of performance extends through FY08 or later need not submit a proposal.  

1.3 Anticipated number of proposals

The FY08 budget is expected to be able to support 4-10 proposals at the $100K/year to $250K/year level.
1.4 Solicitation Instruments

The OSMA SARP uses the NASA IV&V Facility web site http://www.nasa.gov/centers/ivv/research/osmasarp.html to solicit proposals.  However, proposers must already have in place a contract vehicle that can support the proposed work.  No new contract vehicles will be put in place.  

1.5 Proposal Format

A proposal template can be downloaded from the NASA IV&V Facility web site.  Proposals that do not adhere to this format or that are incomplete will be rejected.

1.6 Award Types

Awards will be task orders or modifications to existing contract vehicles.  No new contract vehicles will be put in place.  

1.7 Initiative Period of Performance

Initiatives can be for single or multiple years.  Typical periods of performance range from one year to three years.    

Each year, the OSMA SARP will decide whether to continue funding multi-year initiatives.  The decision whether to continue will be based on initiative performance including progress on deliverables and transfer of results to NASA software projects.

1.8 Funding Increments

For NASA Centers, Headquarters transfers funds directly to the centers through normal methods.  

While the OSMA SARP management identifies the research initiatives to be supported under the program, funding of these initiatives is dependent on the availability of funding within NASA’s budget. Both new and continuing initiatives are funded in increments.  The frequency and amount of the increments is dependent on the availability of funding.  

Once NASA selects a research initiative, the OSMA SARP management will evaluate the initiative performance during the year to determine subsequent year funding.  

1.9 Research Topics

The OSMA SARP is seeking research in selected topic areas.  Due to the limited availability of funding, proposals outside these topic areas will not be accepted.

1.10 Evaluation Criteria

Consistent with the above goal, objectives and strategy, research initiatives will be selected and funded based on the following criteria:

1. Relevance to software safety and mission assurance 

How significant will be the contribution of the research results to the fielding of safe and reliable software to support NASA Missions? Does it address any recognized areas of concern or need for NASA software engineering, management, safety, or assurance?  

2. Clarity of objectives and success criteria

How well did the proposer define the objectives of the proposed work?  How specific and measurable are the objectives?  Will an observer be able to clearly determine that an objective has been satisfied? 

3. Reasonableness of approach 

How likely is the proposed approach to result in accomplishing the proposed objectives?  

4. Usefulness of products

How likely are NASA software projects to use the results of the proposed research?  How likely are the proposed results to be applicable to projects/programs beyond the scope of the original research?
5. Uniqueness of proposed research

To what degree is the proposed research distinctive from other current and past, valid research? Do the investigator(s) demonstrate knowledge of other research relating to the proposed research? Do they clearly identify the differences between their research and similar or related research?  

6. Qualifications of the research team to do the proposed research

How qualified are the members of the proposed research team to carry out the proposed research?  How relevant are their capabilities, experience, and facilities relevant to the proposed area of research? How well qualified is the Principal Investigator or team leader?

7. Reasonableness of the estimated cost

How well does the estimated cost fit the proposed work?  How does the value of the proposed products compare with the estimated cost?

8. Overall quality of proposed initiative

Considering all of the above factors, how good is the proposal?
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