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Border and Customs Protection Responsibilities
Border security responsibilities include the enforcement of immigration and customs regulations, the prevention of drug smuggling, and stopping the flow of illegal weapons into the U.S.

MISSION FUNCTIONS

The primary border security operational functions include:

1. Operating ports of entry to ensure immigration and customs laws and regulations are observed by persons and material entering the country through these authorized entry points

2. Monitoring border areas between ports of entry to detect unauthorized entry by immigration and customs violators attempting to bypass legal ports of entry.  (These areas include both land and maritime/coastal borders and their associated airspace.)

3. Tracking border violators to determine scope of illegal activity and third party involvement

4. Intercepting smuggled goods and apprehending violators

5. Investigating illegal arms exports, narcotics smuggling, immigration fraud, and other violations

6. Monitoring the border for tunnels used for smuggling and unauthorized entry

7. Conducting intelligence activities and trend analyses

PRINCIPAL AGENCIES INVOLVED

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) –


Responsible for investigating immigration and customs violations

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) – 

Responsible for controlling border areas between ports of entry

Merged Group Responsibilities
Include the enforcement of immigration and customs regulations, the 
prevention of drug smuggling, stopping the flow of illegal weapons into the 

United States, protecting the U.S. Maritime Domain and Maritime 

System, monitoring the transportation of hazardous material from point of 

origin to final destination, and performing damage assessment if necessary.
MISSION FUNCTIONS

1. Monitoring border areas, between ports of entry to detect unauthorized entry by immigration and customs violators attempting to bypass legal ports of entry.  

2. (Border areas include both land and maritime/coastal borders and their associated airspace.)

3. Intercepting smuggled goods and apprehending violators

4. Investigating illegal arms exports, narcotics smuggling, immigration fraud, and other violations

5. Conducting intelligence gathering and trend analyses

6. Protecting U.S. population centers, critical infrastructure, maritime borders, ports, coastal approaches, and the boundaries and seams among them

7. Protecting the U.S. Marine Transportation System while preserving the freedom of the U.S. Maritime Domain for legitimate pursuits

8. Monitoring railroad tracks, bridges, and pipelines for structural integrity

9. Providing Damage Assessment and internal and perimeter surveillance of rail yards

