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1;)eeember14,2007

Dr. s. Pete Worden
Director, NASAAmes Research Center
Office of the Center Director, MS 200-1
Moffett Field, CA 94035

Dear Dr. Worden,

lam writing to express my support for Airahip Venture':! Inc.'s plan to
~asc a sightseeing zeppelin at Moffett Field. .

As you know, I have been involved for more than a decade With issues
sUrrounding future uses of Moffett Field. I believe the return of an
~p to Moffett will serve as recognition of the historical importance of
tb~airfield wblle_alsosupportiDgo~ coU~~ ~ort~ t~ find good ..
alternative uses of Moffett'aland and &Ssets. Unlike other proposed
~s, the zeppelin wiD.have a low.impact on the surrounding
cOmmunities and a positive impact on ourtourlst economy.

I .have been pleased with Airship Ventures' proactive outreach to local
governments and organizations, and I look forwaxd. to working with them
and with you to ensure a positive future for Moffett Field.

"

Assemblywoman, 22Dd District
Speaker pro Tempore, California State Assembly

Ii
S.JL~rns

cc: COngresswoman Anna Eshoo
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CAliFORNIA STATE SENATOR. 13TH DISTRICT: The He.,rt of Silicofl Valley
~l

R~pr~~enting San Jose, Sunnyvale, Santa Clara, Mountain View and Gilroy

November 9, 2007

Or. S. Pete Worden (Brig. Gen., USAF, ret.)
Center Director
NASA Ames Research Center
Office of the Center Director, MS 200-1
Moffen l:;'ield CA 94035

Re: Airship Ventures Request for Hangar Space

STANDING COMMITIEES
BUDGET
EOl)CAlIDN
HEALTH
REVENUE AND TAXATION

SUEeT COMMlmES
ASIAN PACIFIC RIM
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CALIFORNIA'S MASr~R PLAN
FOR EDUCATION
DEFENSE AND AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
EARTHQUAKE AND DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS

MANUFACTuRED HDMfS AND
COMMUNITIES
OBESI'I'V AND DIAllEles

Dear Dr. Worden:
JOINT COMMITTEE
EMERGENCY SERVICES AND
HOMELAND SECuAIl"i

As the State Senator representing Moffett Field, I am pleased to support the historic enterprise of
Airship Ventures, Inc. to bring a Zeppelin back to Moffett Field for the first time in 75 years, To
accomplish this, Airship Ventures needs to lease hangar space from your office,

The Zeppelin that Airship Ventures will be 'flying over from Germany will be used for sightseeing,
education, and environmental research such as marine science and air quality monitoring. I believe it
would[be a huge aSset and appropriate historical reuse of Moffett Field to onCC again house an airship
there. "

I am ~:ympathetic to the challenge NASA faces in balancing the upkeep of the federal airfield with
the ne~d to respect local community wishes for limits on usage and noise, I equally understand the
burdery of maintaining the historic airship-related structures on site. I am confident that the efforts of
Airship Ventures to be proactive in engaging with the community and seeking feedback On these
issues will mitigate these concerns. The Airship project is the perfect combination of an appropriate
and quiet use of the site that also offers a potential avenue for saving the historic Moffett hangal'.

As such, I strongly support the request by Airship Ventures to lease space in Hangar 2 from NASA
and conduct maintenance, storage, and some flight operations from Moffett Field,

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions or would like to di.scuss this further.

cc: Alex Hall, Airship Ventures, Inc.

CapitOl Office: State Capitol, Room 5060' Sacramento, CA 95814 -(9161651-4013
District Oftice: 100 Paseode San Antonio. Suite 209' San Jose, CA 95113' (4081.286-8318

senator.alauist@sen.ca.gov • www.sen.ca.gov/alquist
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mailto:senator.alauist@sen.ca.gov
http://www.sen.ca.gov/alquist


Moffett Field Historical Society
P.O. Box 16, Moffett Field, CA 94035-0016

(650) 964-4024

Brian Hall
Akship Ventures
654 North Santa Cruz Avenue
#300
Los Gatos,CA 95030-4360

Mr. Hall:

6 December 2007

The Moffett Field Historical Society is quite enthusiastic about Airship Ventures Co.
interest in cortductlngbusmess in the San Francisco metropolitan area. We strongly
endorse your endeavor to bring lighter than air touring to the Bay area. Any connection
with Moffett Field by such a vehicle certainly highlights the legacy of this facility. '

We understand that you are interested in using hangar 2 for periodic maintenance and
protection from severe weather and similar situations. We also strongly endorse that
activity. Although we understand that your intent is to conduct your tours primarily from
the former Alameda NA.S, maybe such activity could also be conducted .fromMoffett
Federal Airfield on a limited basis.

The Moffett Field Historical Society strongly endorses an agreement between Airship
Ventures Co; andNASA, Ames Reseilrch Center for lighter than air vehicle activity on
this site.

Sin.•......ce.,..e.ly.yom,., A.. /.. .) '.. ' ~, .......•... 1./...........•._.~ ~.1!1~.i .'/v~ , ,;
Bernie McDonough,' President'" .•.. .
Moffett Field HistoricalSociety
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AGENDA: November 27, 2007

CATEGORY: Consent

DEPT.: City Council

TITLE: Resolution in Support of Airship- _
Ventures, Inc.

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AIRSHIP VENTURES, INC.'S PLAN TO BRING
ZEPPELIN OPERATIONS TO MOFFETT FIELD, to be read in title only, further reading
waived.

FISCAL IMPACT
,

There is no fiscal impact directly associated with approval of the recommendation.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS

Airship Ventures, Inc. is a corporation formed to bring passenger Zeppelin operations to the
United States. The private company intends to conduct exclusive flights and sightseeing
tours as well as carry scientific and other special-mission payloads. The company presented
their project plan at the November 6, 2007 City Council meeting and requested a resolution of
support bf their project.

Pending an agreement with NASA Ames, Airship Ventures is planning to bring Zeppelin's
fourth Z~ppelin NT07, currently under construction, to California for operations out of
Moffett Federal Airfield in 2008. This will be the first Zeppelin in the United States in over
70 years and only the fourth of the new modern Zeppelin airships in the world. Airship
Ventures has expressed its commitment to collaborating vyith the community to help
contribute to the local economy, preserve Moffett Federal Airfield and serve the Bay Area as a
whole. -

I'

CONCLUSION

This resolution is a statement of general support of this effort, and there is no City control
over the final agreements. It is recommended for approval for all the benefits this venture
could bring, including educational, economic and preservation at Moffett Federal Airfield.
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Attaclunent: 1. Resolution

cc: Airship Ventures, Inc.



,
CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

RESOLUTION NO.'
SERIES 2007

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AIRSHIP VENTURES, INC.'S PLAN TO
BRING ZEPPELIN OPERATIONS TO MOFFETT FIELD

WHEREAS, Airship Ventures, Inc. is a corporation formed to bring passenger
Zeppelin operations to the United States to conduct exclusive flights and sightseeing
tours as well as carry scientific and other special-mission payloads; and

WHEREAS, Airship Ventures, Inc. is pla~ng to bring Zeppelin's fourth
Zeppelin NT07, currently under construction to California, to be based at Moffett
Federal Airfield in 2008; and

WHEREAS, this will be the first Zeppelin in the United States in over 70 years and
only the fourth of the new modern Zeppelin airships in the world; and

WHEREAS, Airship Ventures has expressed its commitment to collaborating with
the community and helping to contribpte to the loca~ economy, preserve Moffett
Federal Airfield and serve the Bay Area as a whole; and '

WHEREAS, on~ovember 6,2007, the company presented their project plan and.
highlighted the benefits it could bring to our region; and

WHEREAS, the City of Mountain View is committed to the economic vitality and
quality of life that this exciting opportunity offers to Moffett Federal Airfield;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED thatthe City of Mountain View expresses
its support for Airship Ventures, Inc.'s efforts to bring the Zeppelin to our region for the
educational, economic and preservation benefits at Moffett Federal Airfield and the Bay
Area.

/

KT/9/RESO
609-1l~27-07R~Et\


