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Introduction

We are pleased to announce the 2013 call for proposals for the Ames Research Center (ARC) Center Innovation Fund (CIF). For fiscal year 2013, the technical scope of the CIF will primarily emphasize 7 ARC Technology Initiative areas, in addition to the Space Technology Roadmap (STR) areas. Additionally, CIF resources may be made available for other topics recommended by Ames civil service staff pending their review and acceptance by the Ames Center Chief Technologist (CCT) as relevant to Ames, the Office of the Chief Technologist (OCT), and/or Agency objectives.
The purpose of the CIF is to stimulate and encourage creativity and innovation within the NASA Centers in addressing the technology needs of NASA and the Nation. The NASA Space Technology Program (STP) distributes funds to each NASA Center to support innovative technologies and creative initiatives that leverage Center talent and capabilities, and which have potential for transition to NASA Mission Directorates and other collaborative applications. NASA civil servant scientists and engineers must lead CIF projects, however partnerships among Centers and with other agencies, research laboratories, academia and private industry are encouraged. The individual Centers have full discretion on the use of the funds and each CCT coordinates a competitive process at their Center for the selection of projects. Centers report progress periodically and the program office at NASA Headquarters evaluates the Center efforts on an annual basis. Ideally, the most promising ideas that emerge from this program would compete subsequently for funding from other parts of the STP or other NASA programs. More information on the CIF program is available from the NASA OCT website:
http://www.nasa.gov/offices/oct/early_stage_innovation/innovation_fund/index.html
Scope

Proposed CIF concepts must show traceability to elements of the Ames CCT Sponsored Initiatives and Special Studies and / or the STRs. Responders from the Ames civil servant staff may recommend innovative technologies not specifically represented in the initiatives or roadmaps, but will need to justify their importance and relevance in order to be considered for CIF funding.
Ames CCT-Sponsored Initiatives and Special Studies 
The CCT promotes investments in initiatives and studies in technology areas of strategic interest to accelerate solutions to Agency challenges and to ensure that Ames makes its strongest contribution. Particular initiatives and studies are selected based on a number of factors to include synergies with Ames core competencies, future interest areas, and the strategic direction of the Agency. Multi-disciplinary teams comprised of Ames staff supplemented with subject matter experts from other Centers and external entities define and implement these initiatives and studies.

Currently, 7 special studies are underway.  Please visit http://www.nasa.gov/centers/ames/cct/office/studies/index.html for more information.

· Advanced Digital Materials and Manufacturing for Space (ADMMS)
· Cyber-Physical Systems Modeling and Analysis (CPSMA)
· Emerging Aeronautics Systems and Technologies (EAST)
· High-Confidence Software and Systems (HCSS)
· Science Instruments for Small Missions (SISM)

· Small Spacecraft and Missions Enterprise (SSME)
· Technologies for Biological Space Exploration (T4BSE)
Space Technology Roadmaps
The 14 STRs describe each technology area’s top technical challenges, the spaceflight missions they could impact or enable, and – as a byproduct – the important terrestrial fields they could advance. The STRs, which are in final form, cover both human and robotic technologies.  For more information on individual roadmaps please visit http://www.nasa.gov/offices/oct/home/roadmaps/index.html
Application Process

Interested teams with an Ames civil servant lead are invited to submit a 1-page pentachart and 1-page quadchart using the template provided at http://www.nasa.gov/centers/ames/cct/office/cif 

Proposals should stay within the space limits of the templates using a reasonable font size, be written for non-specialists in the field, and clearly state the innovation, relevance, transferability, technical approach, and feasibility of the concept. If you are proposing to receive additional funds for a previously funded CIF project, please be sure to note the progress and achievement made on your project by using the relevant section under Strategic Alignment in the quad chart. In accordance with full-cost accounting, civil service and contract labor and procurements must be identified in the CIF grant proposal. The upper cost limit for any one Ames CIF proposal is $50,000, including both FTE and procurement. It is envisioned that up to 5 awards will be made during this first continuing resolution (CR) period, with the possibility of additional awards after the CR lifts in March.
All proposals will be reviewed by a peer review committee that will determine whether a proposal is selectable. In some cases, proposers may be requested to expand on their ideas by presenting a short overview (15 minutes) to the committee at a review meeting planned for December 6. Final selection and award are anticipated by December 7.

Selection Criteria

Each proposal will be evaluated based on the criteria below. 
· Innovation
· Relevance (STR and CCT initiatives)
· Transferability (capability to transition to other programs upon completion)
· Technical Approach and Feasibility (includes collaborations and leveraging)

For investigators who are reapplying for continued CIF funds, the following additional criteria will be applied as part of the review process:
· Progress and Achievement (note these in the Strategic Alignment section of the quad chart)
Review and Selection

Decisions on selection and funding level will be made using the criteria listed above by a peer review committee chosen from the Center directorates. Special consideration will be given to those proposals with intercenter collaborations, as well as those with industry, academia, and other government agencies. In these cases, the proposal must be accompanied by a statement of commitment from the respective organization confirming its support of the collaboration.
Proposals should be written at a level appropriate for evaluation by a cross-center multi-disciplinary group of Center personnel.  Dr. Stephanie Langhoff will serve as the chair of the review committee. Dr. Langhoff will give informal feedback on all proposals not approved for funding. Questions regarding the process should be directed to <stephanie.r.langhoff@nasa.gov>

Eligibility and Teaming

Any Ames civil servant-led team may propose to the CIF. Teams may include contractors, private industry, and academia. Collaborations with other Centers and organizations are highly encouraged. 

All NASA centers participate in the CIF program and collaboration across the Agency is encouraged. A companion document that lists all funded CIF projects at each Center is available on the CIF website <http://www.nasa.gov/centers/ames/cct/office/cif>. Instructions for obtaining information on any of these projects are available in the contact section of this solicitation. 

Schedule

The projected schedule for CIF solicitation release through selection and award is provided below. 

Final Solicitation Released

October 23
CIF Proposals Due


November 14 
Review Panel Convenes

November 27

Notification to “Selectables”
November 29
Invited Presentations

December 6
Selection and Award

December 7
For projects selected in the 2013 call, the expectation is that work will be completed, and all funds obligated, by September 30, 2013. A schedule for mid-term reviews and the due date for final reports will be provided at the time of selection.
Additional Information

The following website has been established to provide investigators with additional information to help them in the development of their proposal. Proposals are also to be uploaded to this website by close of business on November 14, 2012.

http://www.nasa.gov/centers/ames/cct/office/cif
Particular information and resources available on this website include:
· CIF Proposal templates 
· Links to descriptions of the initiatives and studies commissioned by the CCT

· Space Technology Roadmap information
· Multi-Center listing of projects funded through the CIF

Contact
Please contact Jill Bauman <jill.bauman@nasa.gov> if you have questions regarding this solicitation or would like more information on any of the CIF-funded projects at the other Centers.
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