Statement of Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Hearing: Options from the Review of U.S. Human Space Flight Plans Committee 
Wednesday, September 16, 2009  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Augustine, you have come through for our country one more time.  The Rising above the Gathering Storm report has been important for those of us who want to promote science education, math, engineers to graduate from our colleges and we thank you for that.    And now, you have done a great study about the future of NASA and space exploration, and I just want to commend you.  Know that it was our committee, Sen. Nelson and myself, who had the American space station designated as a national laboratory.   And we did that because we saw so many funding shortages and we knew that if we had it designated in that way, others could come in and do research; universities, federal agencies, and corporations in the future.  In fact, that’s beginning to happen now.     We are just on the cusp of realizing the capabilities of this enormous investment that we have been making in the International Space Station.   Yet, now we’re talking about shutting down the shuttles and not being able to fully equip and utilize and use the space station and I commend you for the report that says we must utilize it in order to have the investment pay off that was made in this International Space Station.   But your report  also pointed out that without $3 billion, we will be facing some shortages, not only in being able to use the space station correctly and allowing it to reach its full potential, but also the gap in our ability to put humans in space for the space station.  This will also affect our national security unless we are able to put the money in and do one of the options you suggest.  I hope we will be able to send a shuttle to narrow that gap, but I thank you for the great effort that you have put in.   I thank you Mr. Chairman for holding this hearing and also Mr. Chairman, for your complete commitment to NASA and space exploration.  Without your commitment and the vigor you have shown,  Congress would have lagged behind in making sure that we are taking the right steps to stay in the forefront of utilizing space.    So, I thank you for calling the hearing and I thank you Mr. Augustine for leading the panel and I will look forward to questions.

