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One of my earliest, lingering childhood memories is of my father teaching me to recognize the Big Dipper in the night sky. Like many, my passion for space and the mysteries of the cosmos have remained strong into adulthood. 
Two memorable events occurred when I was in fifth-grade—the Challenger tragedy and the arrival of Haley’s comet. The year was 1986.  The loss of the Challenger was a shock to all of us as we learned about it in an assembly at Kiang Su and Chekiang Primary School, an all Mandarin- speaking school, in the North Point district of Hong Kong.  An audible sigh of dismay filled the auditorium as the distressful news was announced. I still visualize the poignant expressions on the faces of my classmates. While we all felt a great sense of loss, my childhood enthusiasm for space was not dampened. I believed in the space program, and I yearned to learn and discover more about space.  
My anticipation for the arrival of Haley’s comet is an example of that enthusiasm, an event framed in my mind forever. For me, as an eleven-year-old, it was a must-see, but my plans were complicated in that I lived in the light-polluted city of Hong Kong, with its flashy, soaring skyscrapers and plethora of neon-colored lights. Luckily for me, my father devised a plan to awaken around 2 a.m. and drive us to the highest point we could access by motorcycle on Victoria Peak, the highest summit on the island. When the hour arrived, I sprang from bed, wide-eyed and ready to go. While the skies were not the clearest, we captured the famed comet and we discussed how I could possibly see it again in my lifetime—though I’d be pushing 87! I relished the possibility of being so fortunate.
Twenty-three years later, I am not a story of someone who studied aerospace engineering and went on to work for the space program. I am, however, a story of someone with a keen interest in the space program and a passion for writing, with 12 years in the aerospace industry.  Upon graduating in 1997 from Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Mellon University with a degree in professional writing, I became an employee of Alliant Techsystems (ATK) and married this love for both subjects.  My first significant project was to edit and prepare ATK’s mission handbook for the Cassini Mission to Saturn (launched with Titan IVB SRMUs in 1997). I have since written scores of articles and news releases about propulsion tests, composite structures, robotic probes, communications and research satellites, and launch platforms. My most recent special project was a 2,500-word article summarizing the engineering achievements of the Reusable Solid Rocket Motor (RSRM) program. 
In 2004, I shifted gears in my career when I accepted a position to provide community outreach on behalf of ATK. I’ve spent the past five years sharing the accomplishments of our nation’s space program with students throughout Northern Utah. I have helped direct resources to fund science education programs with statewide and nationwide impact. ATK-funded science education programs now benefit students from elementary school to graduate school. The true reward for me has not been solely the receipt of the prestigious Silver Snoopy, although it was an unexpected honor I highly value. A true reward for me is to follow student progress through the NASA Explorer School Program and see students in such rural communities as West Wendover, Utah, graduate from high school and plan for higher education, when those ambitions did not previously exist. A true reward for me is to see students come through the Astro Camp summer space camp program in Ogden, Utah, and enroll in the Air Force Academy or in our state’s universities as engineering majors. 
As an employee of an aerospace industry contractor, I enjoy a fulfilling career that has also allowed me to provide financial stability for my family, with benefits such as health insurance that have helped our family weather a decade of special needs, especially with a spouse who has a debilitating, long-term illness. As I mother, I have made an effort, like that of my father, to cultivate a lasting interest in space among my children. My three young children are already big fans of Salt Lake County’s Clark Planetarium, and they enjoy rocket launching activities and identifying constellations in the night sky.  
I represent many who could tell a similar story. 
Without doubt, we are at a most critical juncture in our nation’s space program. The Augustine committee assessments will have far-reaching implications across multiple generations—not just my generation, Generation X, but all of the generations that make up the current workforce, not to mention the emerging generations who will be shaped by the decisions we make today.
The wonders of space continue to engage young minds and motivate students to higher levels of achievement. We must bolster our efforts to foster that enthusiasm among our nations’ youth by setting, funding and achieving ambitious space exploration objectives.
The Augustine Committee’s articulation of the best options before us will help shape the future of space exploration. I appreciate that they publically acknowledge the weight of their responsibility. I, along with my family, colleagues, friends in education and the American public look forward to studying their assessments soon.


