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Endeavour rolls over April 10, rolls out April 17

sensors, including a Global 
Positioning Satellite, or 
GPS, and an inertial mea-
surement unit that measures 
movement and wobbling. 

Alan Rhodes, deputy 
lead for PORT, said it’s im-
portant to learn everything 
there is to know about Orion 
spacecraft landings and 
learn it early. 

“I’m excited about 
testing Orion in the open 
water and building on what 

we learned from previous 
tests,” Rhodes said.

Chris Seinkner, one of 
the pararescuemen, said it’s 
important to use caution and 
make sure recovery is done 
safely. 

“We’re training in 
rough conditions so we’re 
ready for the real thing,” 
Seinkner said.

 The spacecraft mock-
up was initially tested in a 
pool at the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center’s Carderock 
Divison in Bethesda, Md., 

then transported and placed 
on display at the Kennedy 
Space Center Visitor Com-
plex before the PORT tests.  

Rhodes and astronaut 
Dan Burbank were on hand 
to meet visitors and answer 
questions about Orion.

“The data we’re get-
ting from these tests are a 
vital part of the design,” 
Burbank said. “Being able 
to recover Orion quickly 
after landing is crucial. I’m 
delighted that Orion 
is being tested in real wa-

ters this early.”
According to Mike 

Generale, Kennedy’s PORT 
test director, the goal is 
to learn how to get astro-
nauts out of the capsule as 
quickly as possible. 

Generale was re-
sponsible for integrating 
the PORT test plans with 
NASA, the U.S. Air Force, 
the U.S. Navy and United 
Space Alliance. 

NASA awarded Lock-
heed Martin the contract to 
design, develop and build 

Orion, and the spacecraft 
will be processed inside 
Kennedy’s Operations and 
Checkout Building.

Orion, along with the 
Ares I and V rockets and 
the Altair lunar lander, is 
part of NASA’s Constella-
tion Program. 

The Orion spacecraft 
will carry up to six astro-
nauts to the International 
Space Station beginning 
as soon as 2015, and four 
astronauts to the moon by 
2020.
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1 Space shuttle Endeavour is ready 
for its rollover from Orbiter Processing 
Facility-2 to the Vehicle Assembly 
Building at Kennedy Space Center on 
April 10.

4 Workers accompany  
Endeavour during its move. 

5 In the Vehicle Assembly Building, 
workers mate Endeavour to its external 
tank and solid rocket boosters April 10. 
Endeavour will be prepared on Launch 
Pad 39B for liftoff in the unlikely event 
that a rescue mission is necessary 
during space shuttle Atlantis’ STS-125 
mission to service NASA’s Hubble 
Space Telescope. After Atlantis is 
cleared to land, Endeavour will move to 
Launch Pad 39A for its upcoming  
STS-127 mission to the International 
Space Station, targeted to launch  
June 13. 
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2 The first motion of Endeavour out of 
its hangar was at 6:56 a.m. EDT. 

3 Endeavour, on its way to the Vehicle 
Assembly Building, will roll out to 
Launch Pad 39B on April 17.
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