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KSC marks crawler  
anniversary Jan. 13 

New Horizons poised on pad 
for Jan. 17 launch 
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 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at   http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

  Crawlers Turn 
40:  This year marks 
the 40th anniversary of 
the use of crawler 
transporters in 
advancing space flight.  

NASA KSC is celebrating the 
anniversary on Jan. 13 with a media 
event.  

In January 1966, the crawler 
completed its first successful move 
with a 10.6-million-pound launch 
umbilical tower, moving three-
quarters of a mile in about nine hours. 

Throughout 40 years of service, 
the two crawlers have moved more 
than 3,500 miles and carried seven 
vehicles. 

  ELV Update:  The launch of 
the New Horizons spacecraft is 
rescheduled for no earlier than Jan. 
17.  Prior to the Christmas holiday, 
the spacecraft was encapsulated into 
the Atlas V fairing at the Payload 
Hazardous Servicing Facility, 
installed onto the payload transporter 
and moved to Launch Complex 41 
(below). 

   Stardust Returns — NASA's 
Stardust mission is nearing com-
pletion as the capsule launched in 
1998 returns to Earth after a 2.88-
billion-mile round trip to capture 
cometary and interstellar dust 
particles and bring them back to 
Earth. Scientists believe the cargo 
will help provide answers to 
fundamental questions about comets 
and the origins of the solar system. 

The velocity of the sample return 
capsule, as it enters Earth's atmo-
sphere at 28,860 miles per hour, will 
be the fastest of any human-made 
object on record. It surpasses the 
record set in May 1969 during the 
return of the Apollo 10 command 
module. The capsule is scheduled to 
land Jan. 15 at the U.S. Air Force 
Utah Test and Training Range, 
southwest of Salt Lake City. 

Several events must occur before 
scientists can retrieve cosmic samples 
from the capsule after landing. 
Mission navigators will command the 
spacecraft to perform targeting 
maneuvers today and Jan. 13. At 
12:57 a.m. on Jan. 15, Stardust will 
release its sample return capsule. 
Four hours later, the capsule will 
enter Earth's atmosphere 410,000 feet 
over the Pacific Ocean. 

The capsule will release a drogue 
parachute at approximately 105,000 
feet. Once the capsule has descended 
to 10,000 feet, the main parachute 
will deploy. The capsule is scheduled 
to land on the range at 5:12 a.m. 

 After the capsule lands, if condi-
tions allow, a helicopter crew will fly 
it to the U.S. Army Dugway Proving 
Ground in Utah for initial processing. 
If weather does not allow helicopters 
to fly, special off-road vehicles will 
retrieve the capsule and return it to 
Dugway. Samples will then be moved 
to a special laboratory at NASA's 
Johnson Space Center in Houston, 
where they will be preserved and 
studied. 

 NASA Science — Luminous 
halos, mind-bending shadows, and 
fairy-castles made of moon dust. 
Apollo astronauts discovered a 
strange world on the moon.  Read the 
full story at 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2
006/03jan_moonshadows.htm?list2
9875.  

 NASA 
Exchange — 
Hallmark and 
other selected 
Christmas items 
are on sale at 50 
percent off regular 
price.  Don’t miss 

out!  Store hours and locations:  HQ 
(7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.), OSB (7 a.m. – 
5:15 p.m.), O&C (8 a.m. – 4 p.m.), 
and SSPF (8 a.m. – 4 p.m.).  

   Did You Know?  On this date in 
1914, the Ford Motor Co. raised basic 
wages so that all workers would 
receive $5 for an 8-hour day.  
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