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NASA managers set new 
launch window for Discovery 

Weather satellite arrives next 
week for testing 

 

KSC Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thursday.  Deadlines are 10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays. 
 E-mail news to Anita.Barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815 

Find KSC Countdown on the Internet at  http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/countdown-toc.html 

 
  Return to 

Flight Update:  
NASA managers 
met and refined 
the launch 
planning window 
for orbiter 

Discovery’s Return to Flight mission, 
designated STS-114, to the Inter-
national Space Station.  The new 
window, May 15 - June 3, is to 
accommodate for daylight launch 
attempts and to ensure the most 
detailed and clear photography of the 
External Tank. 

  ELV Update:  The GOES-N 
weather satellite is currently 
scheduled for shipment to Florida 
March 10 to begin final testing and 
launch preparations.  The launch 
vehicle, a Boeing Delta IV rocket, is 
on the pad at Launch Complex 37 at 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.  
This week, a pair of solid rocket 
boosters is being attached.  Launch is 
targeted for May 4.

  Education Opportunity — 
Webster University is registering for 
the Spring II term beginning March 
19 and running through May 20. The 
university’s courses are conducted 
evenings and Saturdays at Merritt 
Island and Palm Bay campuses, and 
evenings at the Patrick Air Force 
Base campus.  

Current students can register by 
telephone, fax, e-mail, or on-line 

through the Webster University Web 
site, or by visiting any of the 
campuses: 150 North Sykes Creek 
Parkway in Merritt Island, the BCC 
campus in Palm Bay, or at the 
Education Center at Patrick AFB. 

New students are advised to call 
and schedule an appointment with an 
academic advisor. For further 
information about Webster 
University, go to the Web site at 
http://www.webster.edu/spacecoast, 
call 321-449-4500 or e-mail 
marxc@webster.edu. 

  Reminder — The Disability 
Awareness and Action Working 
Group is hosting an introductory 
course in sign language.  The course 
is being held once a week for three 
consecutive weeks from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. in the O&C building, 
room 2004 .  The dates are March 22, 
29, and April 5.  Space is limited so 
please contact Lisa Arnold for 
enrollment at 861-3774 or 
Lisa.R.Arnold@nasa.gov . 

  They Had the Right Stuff  — In 
1962, pilot Jerre Cobb appeared 
before the Special House Subcom-
mittee “Looking Into the Practica-
bility of the Training and Use of 
Women As Astronauts.”  The 
Mercury 13 had set world records as 
pilots and had the right stuff, but it 
wasn’t until 1978 that African-
American, Asian-American and 
women candidates were selected to 

become astronauts.   Join us at 1 p.m. 
March 2 in the KSC Training Audi-
torium for the Women’s History 
Month presentation with author 
Martha Ackmann and hear the story 
of “The Mercury 13.”  For more 
information, contact Cindy Gooden at 
867-9170 or Kim Boatright at 867-
0888.

  NASA Science — The magic of 
NASA’s Spitzer Space Telescope 
comes alive in an online interactive 
presentation, available now at 
www.jpl.nasa.gov/stars_galaxies/ or 
www.jpl.nasa.gov/multimedia/spitz
er-2005. 

The show-and-tell feature 
highlights colorful images of 
galaxies, nebulas and other celestial 
wonders, all captured during the 
mission’s first year-and-a-half in 
space.  The images, coupled with 
artists' concepts, text and interviews 
with scientists, illustrate how 
Spitzer’s powerful infrared eyes are 
dramatically enhancing our 
knowledge of the universe. 

 Did You Know?  The Centaur, 
developed by NASA and originally 
manufactured by General Dynamics, 
had its first successful launch on  
Nov. 27, 1963, atop an Atlas booster 
from Pad 36-A. With only a single 
exception, every NASA spacecraft 
bound for the outer planets has been 
launched using a Centaur. 
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